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Wakefield & District Safeguarding Adults Board
Distributed by 
Community Investment Gateway
Overview	
Key dates
Funding opportunity opens: Tuesday 6 January 2026
Online information session: Wednesday 14 January, 1pm to 2pm
Closing date for applications: Monday 9 February at 9am
Award amount: Grants between £1,500 and £3,000
Delivery area: across Wakefield District 
Introduction 
Thank you for your interest in these Wakefield and District Safeguarding Adults Board Small Grants. This information pack is designed to help you decide whether to apply for the funding and to support you with your application. 
These grants are funded by The Wakefield and District Safeguarding Adults Board (WDSAB). Grants will range in value between £1,500 and £3,000.
WDSAB is a multiagency partnership which is responsible for ensuring that adults at risk of abuse and/or neglect are supported, listened to, engaged and empowered to live safe and well lives. The Board has an ambitious Strategy for 2023-2026 which lays out its priorities for strengthening safeguarding arrangements and practice in Wakefield. One of these priorities is to establish a grants scheme to support projects and organisations working with seldom heard groups. 
In providing this funding opportunity, the Board wants to support initiatives and projects that aim to further:
· Empowerment: remove barriers and promote inclusion to accessing services and support for underrepresented adults
· Prevention: promote safety and wellbeing of adults at risk and/or in vulnerable situations
· Protection: enhance awareness and confidence around reporting or disclosing abuse/neglect
The grants will be delivered through Wakefield District’s Community Investment Gateway, an innovative partnership approach to channelling investment to local VCSE organisations. If you would like more information about the Community Investment Gateway, please visit our website. 
About the funding 	
These small grants from Wakefield and District Safeguarding Adults Board are designed to be used flexibly, and this is reflected in the information below relating to what we can fund. When applying for the funding, it’s important that we understand your work/project, how it supports a seldom heard group/groups and how it is in line with the three priorities of The Wakefield and District Safeguarding Adults Board (Empowerment, Prevention and Protection).
Feedback from our engagement session with interested VCSE organisations has directly shaped this opportunity, including the need to build in flexibility, and the importance of a proportionate approach to both the application and monitoring stages.
We will be holding an information session about these grants on Wednesday 14 January, 1pm to 2pm, on Microsoft Teams. Email gateway@nova-wd.org.uk to book.
[image: Badge Question Mark with solid fill]Who can apply for the funding?
· Organisations who are Tier 3 members of the Community Investment Gateway. This criterion is in line with the Wakefield and District Safeguarding Adults Board’s objective of supporting smaller organisations. 
Please note: If you are not already a Gateway member and your organisation has an annual income below £25,000, you could be eligible for Tier 3 membership and can submit a Gateway application alongside your grant application. Please visit our website to find out how to apply for the Gateway.
· Organisations who are already working with or support one or more ‘seldom heard’ groups (see examples below.) Please note that to be eligible for this funding, your organisation’s sole purpose does not necessarily have to be working with one of these groups. 
The Wakefield and District Safeguarding Adults Board acknowledge that those who are eligible for this funding are likely to be small, grassroots organisations. They would like to ensure that funded organisations also have access to wider support beyond the grant funding, through the Board, Nova Wakefield District, and peer support opportunities. 
[image: Badge Question Mark with solid fill]Who should the work support?
Your work must support a seldom heard group/groups, i.e. underrepresented adults who use or may use services, but who are less likely to be heard by those services’ practitioners and decision makers, or face barriers to accessing their support. As a result, these people are likely to be at greater risk of abuse/neglect, including ‘hidden’ or unreported abuse/neglect, including self-neglect. 
Below are some examples of the groups that can be supported with this funding – please note this list is not exhaustive and you may work with other underrepresented adults not listed here.  
· Homeless people
· People with alcohol or drug dependency
· Unpaid carers
· People with disabilities, including learning disability, neurodivergence or a mental health condition
· Refugees and asylum seekers
· LGBTQ+ people
· People in contact with the justice system
· Gypsy, Roma and traveller communities
· People who do not speak English as their main language
[image: Badge Question Mark with solid fill]What can we fund?
You can apply for funding to:
· start a new activity/project
· continue to deliver existing work 
· increase your capacity to deliver existing work
The activity, project or work should be in line with one or more of the priorities of Empowerment, Prevention or Protection. In other words, it could aim to remove barriers and promote inclusion; promote safety and wellbeing; or enhance awareness and confidence around keeping safe from abuse/neglect.


We will fund a variety of costs to support your work.
[image: Badge Cross with solid fill][image: Badge Tick1 with solid fill]If you are not sure if something can be funded and would like to check, please email grants@nova-wd.org.uk and we will advise.Includes
· Resources to support and increase capacity of existing work including staff training etc. 
· Supporting the recruitment and development of volunteers.
· Reasonable contributions to core/running costs as part of the wider proposal.
· Extending existing work (as long as double funding does not occur – please explore this in your application if relevant).
· Addressing inequality / creating opportunities that have not previously existed.
· A series of events.
· Direct project delivery work.
· Match-funding.
Does not include
· Activities that should be funded as a part of statutory provision.
· Events and/or activities that have already taken place.
· Duplication of an intervention that already exists.
· Personal equipment.
· Trips.
· Profit making commercial ventures.
· Political parties.
· Food items for distribution.

[image: Badge Question Mark with solid fill]What will the monitoring requirements be?
The monitoring requirements for this fund will reflect the size of the grants awarded and the anticipated diversity of funded projects/work. We will ask you about what you have done using the grant funding and examples of positive outcomes including the voice of those people your work aims to support. 
Throughout the duration of the project, you will be supported by The Wakefield and District Safeguarding Adults Board and Nova Wakefield District to show the difference your work is making and to evidence your impact. 
We also encourage grant holders to speak with us if they are encountering difficulties or challenges once their project begins – this means we can offer help and guidance as early as possible and work towards a solution that works for you and the communities you support. 


How to apply
To submit an application for this grant, you need to:
1. Read this Information Pack.
2. Apply to become a member of the Community Investment Gateway if you’re not one already. Find out how to apply by visiting our website. 
Please note these grants are only open to Tier 3 Gateway members, so please check the eligibility criteria carefully. 
3. Complete the grant application form by the application closing date of Monday 9 February at 9am. Applications for the funding will be made online, through Nova’s database on the Grants Dashboard: https://portal.nova-wd.org.uk/
In this video, we talk through the steps to register, link yourself to your organisation, and find the grants dashboard. That’s where you can find the application form. If you have any problems using our database or need the Application Form in a different format, please contact our team at grants@nova-wd.org.uk 
Support
For questions about the grant or Community Investment Gateway, please email grants@nova-wd.org.uk / gateway@nova-wd.org.uk
[bookmark: _Toc63254400]General information and guidance
It is essential to comply with the following instructions in the preparation and submission of your application. Your application must be completed in full and signed and dated. Failure to return a completed application will invalidate your submission. The Panel may request further information about your organisation to help inform decision-making.
No Obligation
The Council reserves the right to change with immediate effect and without prior notice the basis of, or the procedures for this process, to reject any applications and not to proceed with the grant process at all. Under no circumstances shall the Council or any of its staff, agents, members, or advisers incur any liability whatsoever in respect of such matters.
[bookmark: _Toc63254407]Transparency
The Council is obliged to publish details of all it’s spending over £500 which includes the giving of grants to community organisations.
[bookmark: _Toc63254408]Freedom of Information
The Council is a public authority within the meaning of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (‘FOI’) and therefore any requests for information held by the Council must be dealt with in accordance with FOI.
As part of its duties and responsibilities under FOI the Council may be required to disclose information relating to any grant to any person making such a request. It may also publish all or some of that information in its publication scheme required under the FOI. For the avoidance of doubt the Council will not be liable for loss/damage applicants may suffer from the Council’s disclosure of information in accordance with FOI.
Safe & Appropriate Use of Public Money
The Council needs to be satisfied that grant recipients have the necessary governance in place i.e. the appropriate practical financial safety measures in place to utilise the money correctly. The Council requires you to apply to become a member of the Community Investment Gateway. This will also provide us assurance that you have basic safeguards on constitution, safety/GDPR.
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